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This Report is prepared in accordance with the recommendations 
of the 
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 


SECTION I.—THE OBSTETRIC REPORT 


TABLE I 
| 
In-patients 
| TOTALS 
BB. Pa | 
Adult patients admitted és co 1317 
Patients delivered in hospital | | 
Primiparae ae a 447° Washo 548 
Multiparae ee 457° Meee? 554 
Admitted after delivery | 
Primiparae) sj.) an ees | Te ‘| 14 
Multiparae.... ie. 134 9 22 
Total patients delivered e: oe 924 | 224 1148 
Abortions £2 12 | 56 68 
Patients transferred is ; OH as oO 6 
Maternal deaths y . | a I 2 
Maternal death rate | Epa ee 3.5 
Infants born in hospital em an He 21-7 So? II19 
Infants born before admission _.. S| 1 Onan 18 30 
Total infants born ROS 7 220 1155 
Infants transferred | 2 | O 2 | 
Stillbirths feed ; (sta | 14 36 
Stillbirth rate de _ Th  -23 50" | Ooms STE tr 
Neonatal deaths ¥ | Zi 17 38 
Neonatal death rate. 2 2249 go.4 ths Stig 
Other Infants Deaths _. a Yam fee Al — 


This report deals with cases discharged from the Maternity 
Wards of Camborne and Redruth Hospital during 1949. ‘False 
alarms’ of labour are excluded. The tables, definitions and 
abbreviations used throughout are those recommended by the 
Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 


‘Booked cases’ are those accepted for hospital delivery on 
account of home conditions and medical grounds, and who have 
attended antenatal clinics conducted by the hospital staff. 
‘Non-booked Cases’ are all cases admitted at the request of their 
family practitioners and who have not attended hospital antenatal 
clinics. On booking for confinement each patient has as routine a 
chest x-Ray, Wassermann reaction, blood group and Rh typing 
carried out. Non-booked cases have a Wassermann and _ blood 
grouping carried out on admission. All cases with a doubtful 
Wassermann result are referred direct to the Special Treatment 
Centre for further investigation. During the year, 17 cases of 
syphilis were referred to and treated at this centre. 

During the year 1,317 women were discharged from the wards. 
This includes 34 patients (14 primiparae, 20 multiparae) admitted 
for treatment and later re-admitted for delivery. There were a 
total of 36 post natal admissions comprised of 15 booked cases 
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delivered at home and admitted for nursing, and 21 non-booked 
cases (Q primipara, 12 multipara) admitted for reasons given 


below : 


GCTIALO GUC ae yo yy lect g cases 
Ieetammedstiacenta. . s.4. 6 cases 
Erythroblastosis Foetalis_..... 2 cases 
mibsrasWeeree.lear: = as 2 cases 
eramipsiag 9 fa. aes I case 
PitoMee ses | I case 


During the year, Looe Maternity Home was closed, and 
patients from the area served are now admitted to the Plymouth 
hospitals. No cases delivered at Looe now figure in this report. 

No cases of puerperal infection were admitted as such. All 
cases showing a single rise of temperature to 100°F., or in whom a 
rise of 99.4°F. occurs on two successive days, have a high vaginal 
swab and catheter specimen of urine examined bacteriologically. 
Only those cases conforming to the Ministry of Health standards 


are tabulated in the report. 
The following table gives a summary of the methods of delivery. 


TABLE II 
Se : ee Spee, 
Booked Non-Booked | Total 
METHODS OF DELIVERY Ee M. Ps M. | ee M. 

Pe occ. aoe ae) 424 432 84 85 508 517 
pont. occ. post. 542% 4 I — | — 4 I 
ae delivery 3.54 7% F2 14 | 9 $) 2 : 21 
wins — P51 I 12 
Triplets pee ? re | — 2 I a 
Forceps delivery 6.49% 36 8 20 7 62 15 
Cesarean Section £007, I 5 6 I 7 6 
Transverse Presentation .09% wos I — — — I 
Face delivery 3305 2 — I I 3 I 
Brow delivery .09% I — =— — I a 
; 486 468 127 106 613 574 
Abortions 3 9 14 42 17 51 


Abortions, while still treated in the Gyneological Ward of the Hospital, 
are now included in the above table. 


Cases of antepartum hemorrhage are admitted to the wards 
and remain in hospital until delivery. Apart from speculum 
examination of the cervix, no vaginal examination is carried out 
unless the bleeding recurs repeatedly or is of such degree to 
necessitate operative treatment. 

Cases in whom the blood pressure rises above 150mm. systolic 
are admitted for investigation; but those with lower B.P. and 
other signs of toxemia are also admitted for treatment. 
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All breech presentations are if possible turned at the A.N.C’s 
on diagnosis and if beyond 30 weeks. Only those in which attempted 
version has been unsuccessful are admitted to the wards for version 
under general anesthesia. 

Of the two maternal deaths, one occurred in a booked case 
from hemolytic anemia, after her transfer to the Medical Wards. 
The other, a non-booked case, died from intraventricular 
hemorrhage following a toxic antepartum hemorrhage. 


N. NOBLE, 
Sentor Obstet. Registrar. 
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MATERNAL DEATHS 

29507 

Age 32.—One premature delivery 1940. Abortion 34 months 
1946. Abortion 4 months 1947. Seen on 13th December 1948 at 
the A.N.C. with some anemia and given iron by mouth. Admitted 
7th January 1949, 25 weeks pregnant and delivered herself of a 
stillborn foetus, 12 hours later. Examination of the placenta showed 
retro-placental clot. Blood count showed 23°% Hemoglobin with 
7,800 white cells, 1,000,000 R.B.C. Group O Rhesus positive. 
She was given a 2 pint blood transfusion on the oth January. 
On the 17th January, her Haemoglobin was 32% with 12% of 
Reticulocytes and sternal puncture showed erythropoietic activity. 
On the roth January she had a further 2 pint blood transfusion. 
On the 25th January, her Hemoglobin was 25° and on the following 
day 23°%, when she was given a pint of packed cells before transfer 
to the Medical Wards. 


She was given a further blood transfusion of 2? pints on the 
2nd February. Her H.B. was still only. 38% on the 6th. Further 
blood transfusions were given but her condition deteriorated 
rapidly on the 11th February when she died. Post mortem showed a 
sub-acute hemolytic anemia, with enlargement of the liver and 
spleen. 


34257 

Age 24.—Para O. Admitted at 38th week. B.P. 174/94 and a 
history of oedema for three weeks. There was slight bleeding 2 
hours before admission and she was thought to be starting labour. 
No urine was obtained on catheterization, and six hours after 
admission she went comatose, with spasticity of her limbs and 
stertorous breathing. Her right pupil became dilated and an hour 
later she had a flaccid paralysis. She died two hours after her 
cerebral catastrophe, undelivered. Post mortem showed retro- 
placental clot and all cerebral ventricles filled with blood. 


SECTION II.—PAEDIATRIC REPORT 


In-patients 
TOTALS 

B N.B 
Infants born in hospital QI7 202 TEC 
Infants born before admission sees rm | 18 30 
Total infants born ie ms 937 220 1155 
Stillbirths = ie 22 T4ee wie 36 
Stillbirth rate (per 1,000 total births) 23.9 GOssaileen Sick 
Neonatal deaths ate 2 i et ee 3S 
Neonatal death rate (per 1,000 live births) 22.9% #90744) (133328 

| | 


There were I,119 infants born in hospital, excluding 36 born 
before admission, but nursed in hospital. There were 36 stillbirths, 
and 38 neonatal deaths 8 of these occurring 1n women delivered 
before admission. | 

During the year a single-bedded ward was converted into a 
nursery for premature babies, but it has not yet been possible to 
supply a special staff for their care. From a total of 96 premature 
babies delivered in or admitted to hospital, 23 died. From 23 
babies weighing under 34lbs, 7 survived ; from 21 babies weighing 
between 34lbs and 44lbs, 17 survived; and from 52 weighing between 
44lbs and 54lbs, all survived except three. All premature babies 
are retained in hospital together with their mothers until they 
reach a weight of 5lbs or over. 

Congenital malformation of greater or less degree was present 
in a total of 21 babies. Of these, ro died or were stillborn, while 
II survived. 


N. NOBLE, 
Senior Obstet. Registrar. 
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